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24th January 2024 

To whom it may concern,  

Subject: Letter of Support for Federal Funding to Benefit the Local Childcare Industry 

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for Upwards, a pioneering tech company that is 
making significant strides in supporting local childcare providers with economic development; 
microenterprise assistance programs that use innovative technology-based solutions to 
improve access to quality, affordable childcare. As the CEO of Women’s Economic Ventures 
(WEV), I have had the privilege of witnessing firsthand the positive impact local support has on 
microenterprise investment, especially in addressing the critical challenges faced by families 
throughout the County. 

At WEV, we recognize the vital importance of a well-functioning childcare ecosystem to the 
overall economic health and productivity of our community. We understand that access to 
reliable, affordable, and high-quality childcare services is not only a fundamental need for 
working families but also a key driver of a thriving local economy that equitably supports 
women. Many talented individuals are forced to make difficult choices between their careers 
and their responsibilities as parents due to the lack of accessible childcare options. By providing 
local childcare providers with the tools and resources they need to deliver exceptional care, 
Upwards contributes directly to the enhancement of our local workforce, allowing parents to 
pursue their careers while ensuring their children receive the nurturing care and early 
education they deserve.  

The childcare industry is in need of greater attention and support to address the current service 
gaps. Upwards' technology-driven approach not only streamlines the childcare enrollment 
process, it also empowers providers to deliver quality services that contribute to early 
childhood development and lifelong success. Supporting the childcare industry strengthens our 
community, bolsters our workforce, and creates an inclusive and prosperous environment for 
all. 

Thank you for considering our endorsement of Upwards' application and the use of federal 
funds for improving access to quality, affordable childcare for working families. If you require 
any additional information or further discussions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
kodell@wevonline.org or (805) 965 6073. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy Odell 

CEO, WEV
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